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1. At the conclusion of the meatings in Bangkok between 
Baron Patrick Surcouf and Free Leo leaders, Surcouf 
said that when he returned to Saigon he would try 
to imprese upon the authorities the importance of 
Having, the Free Lacs return to their country. He 
atated thet men of the calibre of Souphanavong 
were badly needed there to carry on the work of 
the country. After he had persuaded the French 
(which he thought would be relatively easy) the 
next problem would be to get the King and = 
Prince Savang to agree. This, he thought, would 
be much more difficult as there had been a 
rift between the King ad his brother-in-law, 
Chao Petearath, for the past twenty years. 
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<. Baron Surcouf said he hoped to return to Bang- 
kok and bring with him another Frenchman now W 
stationed in the government service at Luang 
Prabang to continue "pourparlers" with the Laos. 
Surcouf expected to return to the United States 
25X1X6 in Januery. 
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So The other Frenchman referred to above is also 
highly respected by the Laos. Tao Oon stated 
thet he had been even more popular than Surcouf 
during his tour of duty in the Lao Provinces 
vefore the war. 
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4. On the other hend, Petsarath, Souphanavong and 
Tao Oon said they would never consider returning 
to the Lao Provinces until the Franco-Laotian 
modus vivendi was very much altered. However, 
they did not tell Surcouf this fact. 


25X1A2g Sees 
Baron Surcour's views and an account o 9g 


conversations which took place between him and 
Free Lac leadere previous to the information 


in this report. 
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